RESOLUTION NO. 2006-58
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF FORT MYERS, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AND VERONICA S.
SHOEMAKER BOULEVARDS REVITALIZATION PLAN
AND IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE; AND PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS: The City of Fort Myers along with the town
planning firm of Dover, Kohl & Partners and the Dunbar community
worked together to create a plan for the redevelopment of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards; and

WHEREAS: The Dr. Martin Luther KingJr. and
Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan seeks to balance
the needs of both vehicles and pedestrians while preserving and
improving the culture and community character of Dunbar; and

WHEREAS: It is desirable and in the public interest that
the City of Fort Myers undertake and carry out the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan; and

WHEREAS: The Dr. Martin Luther KingdJr. and
Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan was shaped
extensively by community input to include a Community Kick-Off
presentation held on November 28, 2005, at the Dunbar Community
School to orient the community into the planning process; followed by
the first Design Charette on December 10, 2005, at the Quality Life
Center; and finally, a second Hands-On meeting was held on
February 25, 2006, to engage more participants at the STARS Complex.
This afforded community residents, City Officials, and consultants
another opportunity to work together on the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan; and

WHEREAS: The City Council directed staff following the

final draft presentation of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Veronica S.
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Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan on July 10, 2006, to draft a
resolution and implementation timeline; and

WHEREAS: The Legislature of the State of Florida in 1969
duly enacted the Community Redevelopment Act of 1969, as amended,
codified as and consisting of Chapter 163, Part III, of Florida Statutes, in
which Act the Legislature found that there existed in counties and
municipalities of the State blighted areas which constituted a serious
and growing menace to the public health, safety, morals, and welfare of
the residents of the State, constituting an economic and social liability
an authorized counties and municipalities in the State to utilize
appropriate private and public resources to eliminate and prevent the
development or spread of urban blight, to encourage needed community
rehabilitation, to provide for the redevelopment of blighted areas, or to
undertake such of the aforesaid activities or other feasible county or
municipal activities as may be suitable; and

WHEREAS: The City of Fort Myers Planning Division
completed a Slum and Blight Study based on Chapter 163 to determine
physical condition of structures; land uses; infrastructure;
environmental influences; population/demographics; and tax base and
determined that the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard corridor area
was blighted; and

WHEREAS: The Slum and Blight Study was reviewed and
approved by the City Council on January 20, 1999, for Sub-Area 1 from
Evans Avenue to Ford Street, Sub-Area 2 from Ford Street to Michigan
Link, Sub-Area 3 from Michigan Link to Interstate 75, and Sub-Area 4
the Lincoln Park District along the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

corridor.
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WHEREAS: The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan addresses the four
determined blighted areas identified in the Slum and Blight Study.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FORT MYERS, FLORIDA, that:

1. The Dr. Martin Luther KingJr. and Veronica S.
Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan and Implementation Timeline,
having been duly reviewed and considered, is hereby approved, and the
City Clerk is hereby directed to file said copy of the Plan in the corporate
files of the City.

2. It is herby found and determined that the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan and
Implementation Timeline is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for
the City of Fort Myers.

4. In order to implement and facilitate the effectuation of the
Dr. Martin Luther KingJr. and Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards
Revitalization Plan hereby approved, the City Council hereby (a) pledges
its cooperation in helping to carry out the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Veronica S. Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan, (b) requests the
various officials, departments, boards and agencies of the City of Fort
Myers having administrative responsibilities in the premises likewise to
cooperate to such end and to exercise their respective functions ready to
consider to take appropriate action upon proposals and measures
designed to effectuate the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Veronica S.
Shoemaker Boulevards Revitalization Plan.

4. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon

adoption.
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PASSED IN PUBLIC SESSION of the City Council of the City of

Fort Myers, Florida, this 20th day of November, A.D., 2006.

/s

Waykén J. Wright

Aye jﬂj ?/ oMﬂé/

Veronica S. Shoemaker

Aye

Aye

Michael Flanders

Aye 6?»/’-‘-* AR /J\.«/\, (‘P\

Randall P. Henderson, Jr.
Council Members

APPROVED this 20th day of November, A.D., 2006, at

6:06 o’clock p.m.

Aye

FILED in the Office of the City Clerk this 20th day of November,

A.D., 2006.

Marie Adams, CMC
City Clerk
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