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To carry out
a physical plan

for a place

Purpose of
form-based codes:

START WITH:
• an elegant urban design plan

GOAL:
• The most easily understood 

code that can carry out this plan

HOW?

HOW?

• Form-based codes are reinventing 
methods that local governments can 
use to regulate the scale, form, and 
intensity of land development.

• This is a fertile period of 
experimenting with new
coding techniques

Building Type-Based
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Building Type-Based
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Seaside (FL)

Building Type-Based

Seaside (FL) – Plan and code by DPZ
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Seaside (FL) – Plan and code by DPZ

Blue Springs (MO) Illustrative Plan
by 180 Degrees Design Studio

Building Type-Based

Blue Springs (MO) Downtown Development Code
by 180 Degrees Design Studio

Building Type-Based

Blue Springs (MO) Downtown Development Code
by 180 Degrees Design Studio

Blue Springs (MO) Downtown Development Code
by 180 Degrees Design Studio
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example site establishing 

a vision

Illustrative Plan

proposed 
regulating 
plan

Regulating Plan

Liner Building

menu of lot types

Mixed-Use

menu of lot types
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Apartment Building

menu of lot types

Courtyard Building

menu of lot types

House

menu of lot types menu of lot types

permitted uses Example codes:

Downtown Development Code for Blue Springs, MO:

www.spikowski.com/BlueSpringsMO-
DowntownDevelopmentCode.pdf

Mixed-Use Infill Code for Sarasota County, FL:

www.spikowski.com/Sarasota.htm

These slides:
www.spikowski.com/AustinOrganizingPrinciples.pdf
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